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FALL OF BLOEMFONTEIN

Surrender of the Orange Free State Capital
to the British Military Forces.

Lord Roberts Now in Possession, and the Flag of His
Country Floating Over the Former Home
of *““Mr. Steyn, Late President.”

FIRST HALE OF THE CAMPAIGN OVER

Free State Regarded as Already Having Been
Merged Into Victoria’s Empire.

Victors Welcomed by the Burghers of the City—Rejoic=
ing in England—Queen Delighted—¢‘Little
Bobs”’ Lauded—Steyn’s Flight.

LONDON, March 15.—Bloem-
fontein, the capital of the Orange
Free State, is now in possession of
British forces, and the ‘““late’ pres-

+ident of the republic is a fugitive.
Lord Roberts makes this announce-
ment in the following dispatch to
the War Office:

“Bloemfontein, March 13, 8 p.
m.—With the help of God and by
the bravery of her Majesty’s sol-
diers, the troops under my com-
mand have taken possession of
Bloemfontein. The British flag
now floats over the presidency,
evacuated last evening by Mr.
Steyn, late President of the Orange
Free State. Mr. Frazer, member
of the late executive government,
the mayor, the secretary to the late
government, the Ilandrost, and
other officials, met me two miles
from the town, and presented me
with the keys of the public offices.
The enemy have withdrawn from
the neighborhood, and all seems
quiet. The inhabitants of Bloem-

fontein gave the troops a cordial

welcome.”

The above dispatch, though
dated Tuesday, was not received
at the War Office until 7:30 o'clock
Wednesday night. It was made
public a few minutes before 9. The
delay is attributed to the field tel-
egraphs not being connected with
Bloemfontein on Tuesday evening.
Extra papers were soon on the
streets, and the night crowds of
London at once began singing
patriotic songs and engaging in
demonstrations,

Lord Roberts's dispatch caused a feeling
of great relief. The absence of the news

eagerly looked for had provoked some ap-
prebension during the earlier part of yes-
terday that the British had met with a
check before Bloemfontein, and anxious in-
quiries were made at the War Office and in
the lobbies of Parliament.

On the reception of the news the Queen,
at Windsor Castle, the Prince of Wales, at
Mariborough House, Lord Wolseley and
others were immediately notified, but at 9
o'clock the War Office was almost deserted,

the public having given up hope of further
news untll to-day (Thursday.) The appear-

ance of the newspapers with the tidings
caused great excitement along Pall Mall,

at the service clubs and in the West End
generally. Owing to the late hour, how-

ever, there was no demonstration ap-
iproaching the slightest degree those

heralding the surrender of Cronje and the
rellef of Ladysmith.

It so happened that a torchlight proces-
slon organized on an extensive scale for
the widows' and orphans’ fund was parad-
ing South London with bands and banners.
This included a dody of uniformed men
representing the British fleld forces, the
surrender of Cronje and other inspiring
incidents. The route was hung with flags,
and stands were erected at numerous
points for spectators. Naturally the ap-
pearance of the extra editions of the even-
ing papers created a furore among the
paraders, who greeted the rews with
eheers and singing of the national hymn.

At Windsor the news was received with
much jJoy. The Queen commanded that it
be immediately published, and she in-
structed her equerry at the dinner table
to send a note to the officers of the house-
bhold brigade. The battalion was called on
parade at 1015 o'clock last night. Major
$t. Aubyn read her Majesty's note and
ealled for cheers for the Queen and Lord
Roberts, The band played "“God Save the
Queen.”

Wherever Lord Roberts’s dispatch was

read his reterence to the “late” President
Steyn and the “late” executive was imme-
diately fastened upon as highly signiflcant.

The lord mayor announced the news at a
banquet to the masters of the city com-
panies which was in progress at the Man-
sion House. It was received with great
cheering, the company rising and singing
“God Save the Queen.”

The evening papers in Liverpool, Man-
chester and Glasgow published special edi-
tions, causing joyful demonstrations in
Ehosc cities.

a4
ROBERTS GIVEN AN OVATION.

Welcomed by the People of Bloemfon-
tein—Mr. Steyn's Flight.
LONDON, March 15.—A dispatch to the
Daily Chronicle, from Bloemfontein, dated

Tuesday evening, says:

“Bloemfontein surrendered at 10 o'clock
to-day. It was occupied at noon. President
Steyn, with a majority of the fighting
burghers, has fled northward.

“General French was within five miles of
the place at 5 o'clock Monday afterncon.
He sent a summons into the town, threat-
ening to bombard unless it surrendered by
4 a. m., Tuesday. A white flag was hoisted
Tuesday morning and a deputation of the
Town Counell, with the mayor, came out
to meet Lord Roberts at Spitz kop, five
miles south of the town, making a formal
surrender of the place.

“Lord Roberts made a state entry at
noon. He received a tremendous ovation.
After visiting the public buildings, he went
to tl3e official residence of the President,
followed by a cheering crowd, who waved
the British flag and sang the British na-
tional anthem. They were in a condition of
frenzied excitement.

“On Monday afternoon, previous to the
surrender, there had been a little sniping
and shelling, but the enemy then retired.

“Lord Roberts has his headquarters at
the President’s house, and there are many
of the British wounded in the bullding.
The rallway Is not Injured.”

Steyn at Winburg.

LONDON, March 15.—A dispatch to the
Daily Mail from Bloemfontein, dated Tues-
day evening at 7 o'clock, says:
prised and outflanked the enemy with
irresistible force over night. General
French held the enemy north and south
of Bloemfontein while Lord Roberts dis-
patched a prisoner on parole, threatening
to bombard unless the city surrendered.
The townsmen became alarmed. President
Steyn and the chief members of the execu-
tive council fled and proclaimed Kroon-
stadt to be the capltal. Steyn fled to Win-
burg. At last only 3,000 fighting men re-
mained, and in the morning many, finding
themselves so weakened, broke their guns.
Others fled. The remnant still shelled
General French at dawn, but the opposition
soon collapsed.

“Eight locomotives and much rolling
stock were captured.

“We sur-

The Boer organiza-

tion is collapsing and the breach between
the Free Staters

widening.

“Major General Prettyman has been ap-
pointed military governor of Bloemfontein.
L.ord Roberts and his staff have ridden
through the town and been everywhere
cheered. The British national anthem is
enthuslastically sung by the population,
the shops are gladly opening and there is
general rejoicing.”

and Transvaalers Iis

*
ROBERTS THE HERO OF THE HOUR.

His Work During the Past Month Re-
garded as Marveloas.
LONDON, March 15-450 a. m.—The
first half of the campaign is over. Lord
Roberts arrived at Modder viver on Feb. 9.
He entered Bloemfontein on March 18
Thus, In a little over a month he has
effected the rellef of Kimberiey and Lady-
smith, the capture of General Cronje's
forces and the hoisting of the British flag
in the capital of the Free State. All this

has been accomplished with comparatively
trifling losses. It is no small wonder that
he is the hero of the hour in England.
All the newspapers eulogize him and con-
gratulate the country. They talk of the
Free State as having passed out of exist-

ence and as now being one of the shadows
of history.

It is not doubted that there may yet be
heavy fighting, but the genius of Lord
Roberts is looked to for victory over all
difficulties. His grim reference to the
“late” Presldent Steyn is understood to
show that there shall be no ambiguity as
to the position assumed toward the re-
publics. The fact that Mr. Frazer, late
chairman of the Free State Raad, and
leader to the opposition to Mr. Steyn,
came with the deputation to surrender the
keys, 1s regarded as extremely significant
of considerable difference of oplnion
among the Free Staters regarding the war,

It is said that President Kruger hates
Mr. Frazer on account of his sympathy
with the outlanders. The demonstrations
of the Bloemfontein inhabitants are also
regarded as a good augury for the future
of the British supremacy.

It is interesting, in connection with the
rapid advance of Lord Roberts, to learn
that the Russian military attaches with the
Boers, who were captured by the British,
sent the following telegram to the Czar:
“l1 am perfectly amazed at the energy In
actlon and the endurance of the Eritish
infantry. 1 need say no more.”

There is still no news as to whether Lord
Roherts has captured any rolling stock. If
he has not, then he will be obliged to walt
until the repairing of the bridges over the
Orange river enables him to bring rolling
stock up.

The British continue pressing their ad-
vances on the Orange river. The Boers
still hold Bethulie bridge, on the north
side of the stream, but their trenches are
dominated by the British artillery. Heavy
firing is in progress and there has been
some skirmishing.

Lord Kitchener seems to be very suc-
cessful In reducing the extent of the Dutch
rising.

Joy at Cape Town.

CAPE TOWN, March 14.—A great popu-
lar demonstration took place here on re-
ceipt of the news that Bloemfontein had
been occupled by the British. All the
church bells were rung and a procession,
headed by the union jack, went to the gov-
ernment house, where Sir Alfred Mllner
made his acknowledgments. The demon-
strators sang ‘“"God Save the Queen,” and
then paraded through the principal streets,
cheering and sing‘lni.gatriotic BONgs.

NEXT MOVE BY ROBERTS.

May March South and Assist the Other
British Foreces.

LONDON, March 15.—Spencer Wilkinson
in the Morning Post says: *“It is not im-
possible that a railway is being made from
Modder river or Kimberley to Bloemfon-
tein. In any case, after a pause to com-
plete the reorganization of his communica-
tions, Lord Roberts will move his troops
southward on the restored railway line to
meet the Britlsh generals advancing from
the Orange river. The occupation of
Bloemfontein will precipitate the retreat of
the Boer forces from the Orange river dis-
tricts. The Free State forces are evidently
well beaten, and small blame to them. The
outside estimate of their numbers before
the war was 20,000, of whom a few thou-
sands are on the Orange river or watching
the Natal passes. They will be unable by
themselves to £ght another pitched battle,
but they may furnish a respectable con-
tingent to the Transvaal army, unless, as

seems likely, they desert to their farms.”
*

WILL FIGHT TO FINISH.

Kruger Says Death Only Will Still the
Boer Resistance.

NEW YORK, March 14.—A dispatch from
President Kruger to the Evening Journal,
dated Pretoria, March 13, 8 p. m., via Ber-
lin, says: "“The burghers will only cease
fighting with death. Our forces are return-
ing in good order to our line of defense on

our own s=oil. The Natal campaign was
longer in our favor than we expected. The

British will never reach Pretoria. The
burghers, Steyn, Joubert and myself, as
well as all the others, are united. There
are no differences. God help us.”

Will Destroy Johanneshurg.

NEW YORK, March 15.—-Montague White
confirms the rumors that the Boers will
utterly destroy Johannesburg if forced to
do so. Pretoria could not be defended, he
says, if Johannesburg were permitted to
remain. e hopes “that something may be
done to satisfy the legitimate aspirations
of both belligerents before such a catastro-
phe to civilization happens. But the Boers
will sacrifice Johannesburg and its beautl-
ful buildings and modern adjuncts to civil-
ization if they are forced to do it. Then it
will be a fight to the last drop of blood for
the possession of Pretoria.”

The Boer Reply to Salishary.

LONDON, March 15.—The Daily Mail has
the following dispatch from Pretoria, dated
Monday, March 12: *"Lord Balisbury’'s re-
ply has been received and a Boer refuta-
tion of the British contention is under con-
sideration. It will deny that any annex-
ation has been made and it will declare
that the occupation of the British ter-
ritory was purely strategic. It will ex-
press the determination of the two re-
publics to fight to the finish.”

Disappointment at Pretoria.

PRETORIA, Monday, March 12, via Lou-

renzo Marques, March 13.—I.ord Salisbury's
reply to PFPresidents Kruger and Steyn

causes bitter disappointment, and State
Secretary Reltz says it means that the war

will have to be fought to the bitter end.
-
NO SURPRISE IN FRANCE.

French Editors Predicted the Occeupa-
tion of Bloemfontein,

PARIS, March 15.—The occupation of
Bloemfontein caused no surprise here,
Most of the papers had predicted the event:
and they now express the opinion that the
war is about to enter a stage more rude
than ever. The advanced press Is Indig-
nant at Great Britain's intention to annex
the South African republics,

The Matin says: *“The English are now
going to undertake the slege, not of s forti-
fied town, but of an entire country which
is organized at the present time like a
vast intrenched camp.”

On the other hand, M. Valfrey, the well-
known pelitical writer of the Figaro, con-
giders that the issue of the war is certain
despite the difficulties ahead. Referring to
the declaration of the British government
on the conditions of peace he says: “They
far exceed Lord Salisbury’'s original en-
gagements. As for the projects of Amerl-
can or European intervention, these can-
not be taken seriously. Indeed, If the sub.
Ject were less tragic they would be laugh-

able. If six dayvs were necessary for Lord
Salisbury to reply to the Kruger-Steyn
message It 18 to be presumed that he
profited by the delay to assure himself

regarding the attitude of the powers.”
+

NOW IN COMMAND.

HUNTER

He Finds the Boers In Strong Position
on the Natal Border.

LADYSMITH, Wednesday, March 14.—
The Boers have been located In several
strong positions near the junction of the
Drakensberg and the Blggarsburg ranges.
They have heavy guns in position on Pong-
wonl kop, at Hlatikulu and in the Impatl
mountains, as well as at Gibson's farm,
near Cundycleugh pass.

General Hunter now commands the di-
vislon. Both men and horses of the relief
column are completely recovered and are
now in the pink of condition.

The reconstruction of the rallway from
Ladysmith to Dundee Is progressing rap-

idly. |
FOUGHT LIKE HEROES.,

Boer Account of How the Burghers

Defended the Abraham Kraal.

PRETORIA, Tuesday, March 13 —Com-
mander Delary’'s report of the fight at
Abraham's kraal Saturday says: *“The
British were estimated to number 40,000
men. Their first assault was repulsed. Only
two Boers were wounded. The second as-
sauit was made on the hills to the left of
our position. These hiils were of great
strategic importance. Appreclating this, I
and 200 men defended the position from 9
o'clock in the morning until sundown. The
burghers fought like heroes, and three
times repulsed masses of the British, who
kept relieving their tired men. Every at-
tempt to storm was defeated. At sundown
there were not fifty yards between us. The

British lost heavily. No accurate returns
of our loss are avallable.”

K
ROUTE TO

EN ST. HELENA.

Boer Prisoners Who Hoped to Escape—
Letters in Watermelons.

CAPE TOWN, March l4.—Another plot
has just been discovered to free the Boer
prisoners at Simon's Town. The remark-
able quantities of watermelons received by
the prisoners aroused comment, and inves-
tigation discovered that compromising let-
ters were contained In the melons, the
writers planning the escape of the captives.

Great satisfaction is felt here at the fact
that transports with the bulk of the pris-

oners sall for 8t. Helena to-night.
-

BOSHOF GARRISONED.

Methuen Found Guns and Ammunition
and Arrested Six Traitors.

CAPE TOWN, March 14-—The British
troops under Lord Methuen have returned
to Kimberley from the occupation of Bos-
hof, Orange Free State. Guns and seventy
thousand rounds of ammunition were
seized and a strong garrison was left to
guard the town. Six Boers were arrested
there on charges of treason. Nearly all the
residents were wearing mourning, as the
Boshof commando lost two hundred men
at the battle of Belmgnt.

PLUMER FORTY MILES AWAY.

The Colonel quh_!h' His Way to the
Relict of Moteking.

CAPE TOWN, March 14.—Colonel Plumer

is now within forty miles of Mafeking. His

foree reached Lobatsi on Tuesday, March
6. It is belleved that only a single bridge
southward was destroyed and that other-
wise the railroad {s intact within five miles
of Mafeking. Colonel Plumer has alreddy
dispersed several Boer police posts in the
neighborhood and is actively pushing his
advance sodthward.

PEACE PROPOSITIONS,

President McKinley's Rejected Ap-
peal—Another Overiure Probable.

WASHINGTON, March 14.—The answer
of Lord Salisbury to the message from
President Kruger, which was transmitted
through our government, was received at
a late hour last night by Secretary Hay,
through Mr. White, our charge at Lon-
don. indicated in the ILondon dis-
patches, the answer was a declination of
the appeal. It has been transmitted to
Adelbert Hay, United States consul at
Pretoria, who will submit it to the two
Presidents. This marks the end of the
first overture towards peace. It is be-
lieved here, however, that another effort
will soon be made by the Boers to attain
peace, though recourse may be had to
some other agency than the United States.
The President has decided that it is not
proper at this time to make public the text
of the communications which have passed
between Pretoria, London and Washing-
ton, relating to the peace negotiations.
Therefore the Allen resolution, adopted by
the Senate, calling for the correspondence,
mus=t remain unanswered for the present,
though there is reason to believe the cause
for maintaining secrecy on this point will
soon disappear. It is stated, however, that
the press dispatches have indicated the
salient features of the correspondence with
sufficient accuracy and about the only omis-
sion, so far as can be learned, was the fail-
ure to develop the fact that the appeal
of the Boer government that the United
States might be allowed to intervene, was
accompanied by an earnest expression by
the President of his willingness to do any-
thing within his power to bring about the
termination of the war, which he hoped
might be attained. Lord Salisbury's re-
ply, while firmly declining the request of
the Boer government, conveyed his appre-

ciation of the commendable sentiments

AS

which inspired the President's utterances.

Inasmuch as there appears to be some
confusion in the public mind respecting
the various efforts made by the Boers to
end the war, it may be stated that this
particular correspondence, passing through
the State Department, was separate and
apart from the note addressed by Presi-
dents Kruger and Steyn to nearly all the
continental powers believed to be in sym-
pathy with their cause, and was also dis-
tinet from the appeal addressed directly
to Lord Salisbury by the two Presidents,
which, with his lordship's answer, formed
the subject of the communication made
by him yesterday to Parliament.

The Czar's Promise.

BERLIN, March 4.-—The weekly re-
viewer ' the Kreuz Zeltung, who s a
well-knowa professor, and entertains close
relations with Count Von Buelow, asserts
to-day that Emperor Nicholas, at the be-
ginning of the war in South Africa, gave a
formal pledge that Russia would not take
advantage of England’'s complications for
a further Aslatic advance. The Kreus
Zeltung declares that this Information is
authentic. In high political circles here no
surprise was felt at Lord Salisbury's reply
to the Kruger-S8teyn proposals. Doubtless,
such an answer was expected. Nor is it be-
leved in the same circles that the war will

(

GOLD THE LAW

-

IT HAS BEEN DECLARED THE STAN-
DARD AFTER A LONG FIGHT.

*

Twenty-Seven Years of Warfare with
Theorists Ended by the Signing
of the Fimancial Bill,

-

PRESIDENT TUSED GOLD PEN

re

AND IT IS NOW IN POSSESSION OF
H. H. HANNA, OF INDIANAPOLIS.

¢

Bill Taken to the White House by Mr.

Overstreet, Who Framed It and
Pushed It Through Congress.

*

INSTRUCTIONS FROM

*

HOW BONDS WILL BE EXCHANGED
UNDER THE NEW LAW.

GAGE

-+

Circular That Will Interest Banks and

Individual Holders of Gov=-
ernment Securities.

—e

Special to the Indianapolis Journal.

WASHINGTON, March M—With a
siroke of his pen et 1 o'clock to-day Presi-
dent McKinley riveted the gold standard
in the law of the land. That pen stroke
was the culmination of a struggle that had
been waged continuously for twenty-seven
years—ever since the legislation which
Senator Stewart has characterized in
countless pages of the Congressional Rec-
ord as the ‘crime of '73." It is an in-
cident which might appear insignificant to
mention in connection with to-day’'s mo-
mentous performance at the White House,
but it has nevertheless adorned it with a
pleasant fancy; it is recorded the President
gigned his name with a gold pen, provided
for the occasion by Representative Over-
sireet, framer of the bill, and subsequently
presented as a souvenir to H. H. Hanna,
cocmmander-in-chief of the last three years'
campaign for monetary reform, Mr.
Hanna took this preclous memento home
with him this afternoon to Indianapolis.

The signing of the bill which gave the
gold standard a fixed place on the statutes
was not accompanied by particularly
dramatic or theatrical features. Indeed
it was a very matter of fact performance
in a physical sense. There was no beating
of drums, no parade, no stage effect. The
Fresident simply affixed his signature to
the document in precisely the same man-
ner he had in hundreds of other cases
every day, and the deed was done. The
bill was signed at 12:48 p. m.

In talking with Mr. Overstreet the
Fresident recalled to those who stood by
the fact that many of the important finan-
cial bills which had been passed by Con-
gress had been approved on the 1l4th of
the month. He spoke of the Sherman
act, the resumption act, and now the bill
which was before him.

Among the statesmen who estimate leg-
islation from a broader standpoint than
that which looks merely to an imminent
¢ffect upon a pending campaign, the ac-
complishment of this legislation opens up a
wide field of speculation. It s conceded
that the matter of standard is now closed,
at least for a term of years. Whatever the
issue may have been since 18573—whether
gold standard, bimetallism or silver stand-
ard--it is very clear here that, in spite of
precedents, former theories of finance per-
taining to standard and all dogmas of par-
ity and other elements of financial science,
the fact is accepted that the now doubly
intrenched gold standard cannot be upset
for many years. In other words, what has
been achleved after a long and weary
struggle of twenty-seven years is not like-
ly to be upset in a day. Platforms and
brilliant party orations will not shake this
fact, and it is heard here from many lips
that, whatever the coming campaign might
bring in the way of irresponsible promises
ol reform, so-called, the commercial, finan-
cial and Industrial interests of the country
will now ba able to sleep at night without
cpiates,

Coming to a question of financial science
the new bill does not command the appro-
bation of all the gold standard people. The
belief which iIs prevalent in some quarters
that the new law, while fixing the question
of standard, opens a boundless financial
issue In the matter of currency and bank-
ing seems to be substantially founded. Pa-
per inflation, natfonal bank domination of
the volume of money and all such things
are heard of, but, happily, the conservative
people who foresee new issues with regard
to money are cool enough to understand
that the new law and the conditions under
which it is inaugurated give fair promise
for a welcome period of tranquillity which
will enable the country to prepare for
whatever new financial problems the future
may have in store.

It appears that Representatives Ruppert
and Wilson, Democrats, of New York,
voted for the conference report on the bill
yesterday. Thelr names were inadvertently
omitted yesterday from the list of Demo-
crats who voted for the bill.

-
TO HOLDERS OF BONDS,

Circular of Explanation and Instruc-

tion Issued by Mr. Gage.

WASHINGTON, March lt—Immediately
on receiving notice that the financial bill
had been approved by the President Sec-
retary Gage issued a circular to holders
of United States 5 per cent. bonds of the
act of Jan. 14, 1575, 4 per cent. consols of
1907, acts of July 14, 1870, and Jan. 20, 1871,
and 3 per cent. bonds of 1908 of the act of
June 13, 1898, in which their attention is
directed to Section 11 of the act approved
to-day. The secretary continued as fol-
lows:

“Under the provisions of this law the de-
partment will be prepared to recelve on
and after this date, untll further notice,
any bonds issued under the acts above
mentioned, and as early as practicable
thereafter will issue In exchange therefore
a like amount of United States registered
or coupon bonds bearing interest at the
rate of 2 per centum per annum, as pro-
vided by the act approved March 14, 1900,

“To effect the exchange the outstanding
bonds should be surrendered to the secre-
tary of the treasury in accordance with the
terms of this circular. They will be ac-

cepted for that purpose in the order of
the surrender of them to him and new
bonds bearing interest at the rate of 2
per centum per annum will be issued in
the same order In lieu thereof. A letter of
transmittal should accompany each pack-
age of bonds for exchange, setting forth
the purpose for which they are forwarded
and giving the address to which the new
bonds and checks for the interest thereon
shall be sent.

“Bonds held by the treasurer of the
United States in trust for a national bank
may be surrendered by letter addressed
to the secretary of the treasury, accom-
panied with the treasurer’'s receipt repre-
senting the bonds, together with a resolu-
tion of the board of directors of the bank
authorizing the treasurer to assign the
bonds.

“The priority of issue of the new bonds
will be determined by the date of the re-
ceipt by the secretary of the treasury of
outstanding bonds or the papers represent-
ing the same, provided that the bonds or
papers are in proper condition for such
surrender as set forth hereafter In this
circular. If any correction is required the
priority of the bonds to be issued will take
date from the receipt and acceptance of
corrected bonds or papers at this office.

REGISTERED BONDS.

“All registered bonds forwarded should
be assigned to the secretary of the treas-
ury for exchange into 2 per centum bonds,
The assignment should be dated and wit-
nesgsed by one of the officers named in the
note which is printed on the back of each
bond. Where a new bond is desired in the
rame of any one but the payee of the old
bond the old bond should be assigned to
the secretary of the treasury for exchange
into 2 per cent. bonds for account of
[here insert the name of the person in
whose favor the bond is to be issued.]
Reglstered bonds inscribed in the name of
an institution, forwarded for exchange,
must be accompanied by a resolution of
the board of directors of the institution
authorizing their assignment to the secre-
tary of the treasury for such exchange.
The resolution must bear the seal of the
institution, or if the institution have no
seal there must be furnished with the
resolution an affidavit setting forth that
fact.

“Upon acceptance of any bonds for ex-
change under the conditions of this circu-
lar the present worth of the surrendered
bends to yield an income of 2l per cen-
tum per annum will be calculated as the
date of their acceptance, except as pro-
vided in the next paragraph, and the sum
representing the difference between the
present worth of sald bonds and their par
value will be paid to the owner thereof in
due course by check drawn in his favor
by the treasurer of the United States.
The settlement wiil include payment by
the department of accrued interest on the
cld bonds to the date of their acceptance
for exchangeandcharged against theowner
for accrued interest on the new bonds from
the date of their issue to sald date of ac-
ceptance. Bonds surrendered upon which
interest has been prepaid need not be ac-
companied by a deposit to cover such pre-
paid interest, as the department will de-
guct at the time of the settlement
any amount which may be due on account
cof unmatured interest which has been pre-
paid.

DENOMINATIONS.

“The new bonds will be dated April 1,
1000; (herefore all outstanding bonds sur-
rendered for exchange and accepted for
that purpose prior to that date will bear
interest to April 1, and Interest on the new
bonds will begin; and the present worth of
such surrendered bonds will be calculated
ag of the =aid April 1. The new bonds will
be Issued in denominations as follows:
Coupons, 0, 3100, $500, $1,000. Registered,
$50, 100, $500, $1,000, $5,000, £10,000, 350,000,

“All bonds forwarded for exchange will
be¢ regarded as the property of the person,
firm, or institution in whose favor the new
bonds are to be issued, and In each case
the check in settiement of the ‘present
worth,” ete., above referred to will be
drawn in favor of such person, firm, or in-
stitution; but, if the agent forwarding the
bonds shall desire, and so request, the
bonds and the check may be forwarded to

‘such agents address for delivery to the

owner.

“Packages containing bonds for sur-
render, or papers representing bond$ held
by the treasurer of the United States in
trust for a national bank, should be ad-
dreseed to the Secretary of the Treasury,
Division of Loans and Currency, Washing-
ton, D. C,, and be plainly marked ‘bonds
(or papers) for exchange.’

“Blank forms of application for the ex-
changes herein authorized, and blank reso-
lutions for use by institutions have been
prepared by the department, and may be
obtained on application to the Secretary of
the Treasury.

“In exercise of the discretion given to the
secretary of the treasury under Section
11 of the act, he reserves the right to sus-
pend the exchange of bonds above con-
templated, whenever In his opinion, the in-
terests of the government may be best
served thereby. The secretary of the
treasury also reserves the right to change
the terms of exchange above set forth,
either by requiring a bonus or premium
upon the 2 per cent. bonds, or by requiring
the holders of bonds outstanding to sur-
render the same in exchange for the new
bonds at a rate to yield income of more

than 2% per cent. per annum."”
—d
EXCHANGE OF BONDS.

Instructions Issued by Assistant Sec-
retary Vanderlip.

WASHINGTON, March 14 —Assistant
Secretary Vanderlip to-day issued a cireu-

lar of Instructions and information to per-
sons desiring to exchange old bonds for the
new I per cents. under the financial bili

signed by the President to-day. Mr. Van-
derlip says:

“By the expression ‘present worth to
vield an income of 2% per centuwmn per an-
num’ 1= meant such a price as would vield
to the investor a return of his money at the
maturity of the bond with interest on the
sum invested by him at the rate of 2% per
cent.t per annum, realized in quarterly pay-
ments,

“The attention of persons desiring to
effect the exchange of the three classes of
bonds in question for the new 2 per vent.
bonds is especially invited to the impor-
tance of having all registered bonds prop-
erly assigned and all resolutions and ap-
plications properly prepared.

"*National banks now owning bonds
lodged with the treasurer of the United
States as securitv for circulation will
please take note that in every case the de-
partment will require a resolution of the
proper form authorizing the exchange of
their bonds for the new 2 per cent. bonds,
and will also require the surrender of the
duplicate receipts representing such bonds,
which were issued by the treasurer of the
United States.

“National banks now owning bonds
lodged with the treasurer of the United
States as security for public deposits will
be required to furnish the resolution above
referred to and surrender the duplicate re-
ceipts, and in case the bonds new held are
5 per cent. bonds of 194 or 4 per cents. of
17, there will also be required a certiticate
of deposit of an assistant treasurer of the
United States showing a transfer of funds
to the treasurer of the United States of an
amount equal to § per cent, of the face

ON

BIC FIRE LOSS

C. B. CONES & SON CO. OVERALL FAC-
TORY BURNED TO THE GROUND.

>

The Owner Estimates That His Loss
on Building and Contents Will
Reach $100,0600,

*

FOUR FIREMEN ARE INJURED

a g

MEMBERS OF A COMPANY CALGHT
LNDER FALLING WALLS,

-+

Frank Mankin, the Only One Serciounsly
Hart, Is Taken to the
City Hospital.

&

THE FIRE BURNED FIERCELY

+»

AND THE MEN WORKED VALIANTLY
TO SAVE OTHER BUILDINGS.

*

Factory Building Was Formerly Gils

more's Varlety Theater—De-
tails of the Fire.

&

Last night at 9:04 o'clock the fire de-
partment was called by an alarm from box
417 to a fire which proved most destructs
ive and for a time threatened o consome
the entire block between Washington
street, West Court street, Senate avenue
and Missour! street. The square Is the
one in which the Star store, which
was burned Sunday night, was situated.

The fire was in the overall factory of C,
B. Cones, Son & Co., who occupy the re-
built and remodeled building made famous
in city history as Gilmore's Zoo and a va~
riety theater. The entire bullding and con«
tents were destroyed and the Joss is esti-
mated at $100,000. So flercely did the fire
burn that it was only by hardest work
that the flames were confined to the one
building. The night watchman turned in
the alarm from the call box in the place,
and before the fire department arrived the
bullding was a mass of flames, and it was
at once seen that no amount of work could
save it. The first line of hose was therefore
laid with the intention of protecting the
other buildings. Engine company No. 1,
Captain J. O. George, was one of the Hrst
at the fire and the hose was laild to the
north of the building. The efforts of the
men were directed toward the seat of the
fire, the boller room in the rear. The com-
pany was composed of Frank Mankin, #6
Massachusetts avenue; Edward Hartneti,
518 Blake street; Leonard Wesbey, 200 West
Sixteenth street and Patrick McMahon, 30
South Missouri street. e

BURIED UNDER DEBRIS.

The fire came near being their last, for,
while working alongside of the rear por-
tion, the walls gave way and all four of
the men were buried beneath the debris.
Sergeant Lowe, who hurried to the fire,
was walking in Osage street, and narrow-
ly escaped being caught by the falling
timbers and walls. He saw the firemen fall
beneath and gave the alarm.

The men had the only line of hose In serv-
ice on that po of the fire and for a
few moments it ed as If they wers
destined to be consumed. The heat was in-
tense and but few of the crowd which took
such an active interest in thelr salvation
ventured close enough to the buliding to
see what was necessary. Their groans and
cries could be heard by the spectators on
West Court street. Sergeant Lowe, Sergt.
Wallace and Detective Holtz were most
active and Wallace and Holtz secured the
hose which had been thrown aside by the
men. They were unable to handle it and
Wallace was almost knocked down by the
streamn which struck him in the face when
the nozzle was wrenched from their grisp.
Several men began pulling at the boa:ds
and sheet iron roofing and soon the men
were seen plnned and held by timbers and
iron bars a few feet away. .

The flames were fast nearing them
all were badly scorched, though not seri-
ously, After a few of the barriers had been
taken out the men were able to help theme
selves, with the exception of Mankin, whe
was pulled out and carried into a resort on
Court street, where he was cared for until
the arrival of the ambulance. He was tak-
en to the City Hospital. He was badly
burned about the limbs and suffered from
a bruised head and ankle. His injuries will
not prove serious.

The other members of the company
quickly disappeared, after satisfying the
police and others that no more men had
fallen in the ruins. It was rumoraed after-
ward that another man was still in the
burning debris and many thought they
could hear his groans, but the firemen sald
they were the only ones there, and that
they saw the danger and the walls bulging
and tried to get out of the way, but were
not quick enough. They were also hindered
by their hose, which they tried to pull out
with them.

BURNED LIKE PAPER.

The building was nothing but a shell and
burned llke paper. A brisk breeze from
the north assisted the fire In its progress
and work of destruction and carried the
flames high in the ailr and over the store
tuudings fronting on Washington strest
These were In great danger and one com-
pany went into the alley between them and
the burning building. Three minutes after
they entered the alley the walls began give
ing way and they were obliged to retreat
from the flames and because of the lme
minent danger of callapse of the bullding.
Upon the arrival of the companies called
by the second alarm several lines of hose
were carried over the bulldings from the
Washington-street side and from there
played on the fire in the overall factory,
The water tower, which was brought out
@t the second alarm, was placed in position
on Washington street for use In emergency
and was finally put Into use when fire
made its way Into the rear of the drug
store of Louls H. Renkert. The Glazier
rozzles were also put into service.

The whole bullding collapsed about thire
ty minutes after the fire broke out and
thus lessened the danger to the Washinge
ton-street bulldings.

BUILDINGS IN DANGER.

The Dbulldings on Washington strest
which were In danger of burning were ce-
cupied by James Moxley, saloon, No. 383
dry goods, No. 38, Aurcra tea store,
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